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Introduction 
 

In September 2016 the following book was deposed in free download 

CHAVOUTIER, L., 2016 ï Bryophytes sl. : Mousses, h®patiques et antho-

cérotes/Mosses, liverworts and hornworts. Glossaire illustré/Illustrated 

glossary. In®dit. 179 p. 

This new book is an English version of the previous one after being re-

viewed and expanded. 

 

This glossary covers the mosses, liverworts and hornworts, three phyla 

that are related by some parts of their structures and especially by their 

life cycles. They are currently grouped to form bryophytes s.l. 

This glossary can only be partial: it was impossible to include in the defi-

nitions all possible cases. The most common use has been privileged. 

Each term is associated with a theme to use, and it is in this context that 

the definition is given. The themes are: morphology, anatomy, support, 

habit, chorology, nomenclature, taxonomy, systematics, life strategies,  

abbreviations, ecosystems. 

 

Photographs : All photographs have been made by the author. 

 

Recommended  reference 

 CHAVOUTIER, L., 2017 ï Bryophytes sl. : Mosses, liverworts and horn-

worts. Illustrated glossary. Unpublished. 132 p. 

Any use of photos must show the name of the author: Leica Chavoutier  

 

Your comments, suggestions, remarks, criticisms, are to be adressed to :                                      

leica.bryo@orange.fr  
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Abbreviations in definitions 

 

n.: noun 

suf.: suffix 

pref.: prefix 

adj.: adjective 

abb.: abbreviation 

loc.: locution, group of words 

symb.: symbol 

           

Notes 

 

. For each term consider the defi-

nition in the designed theme 

(some of them could also be used 

in other themes). 

 

. Terms (of color, support, habitat 

é) havenôt needed a definition in 

the context of this glossary (for 

the French users). They also ap-

pear in summary tables.  

 

Example: anisophyllous 

 

. English term (or group of words): anisophyllous   

. (French term): (fran­. anisophylle) 

. grammatical nature: adj.  

. theme of common use: anatomy 

. definition: having two types of leaves on the same stem, stem leaves     

and rameal leaves are different. 

. antonym: [ant.isophyllous] 

. illustration and legend: anisophyllous (Sphagnum fimbriatum)  

or report to another illustration « seeé » 
 anisophyllous (Sphagnum fimbriatum) 

 

 

 

Abbreviations in definitions 

 

n.: noun 

suf.: suffix 

pref.: prefix 

adj.: adjective 

abb.: abbreviation 

loc.: locution, group of words 

symb.: symbol 

           

Notes 

 

. For each term consider the defi-

nition in the designed theme 

(some of them could also be used 

in other themes). 

 

. Terms (of color, support, habitat 

é) havenôt needed a definition in 

the context of this glossary (for 

the French users). They also ap-

pear in summary tables.  
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Plate  1: classification : 1:Sphagnum squarrosum , 2:Dicranum scoparium, 

3:Thuidium tamariscinum , 4:Jungermannia sp. , 5:Reboulia hemisphaerica, 

6:Anthoceros agrestis. 
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Plate 2: gametophyte/sporophyte 
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Plate 3: sporophyte 
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Plate 4: male receptacle 
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Plate 5: thallose liverworts 
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Plate 6: calyptra 
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Plate 7: leaf, phillidium (Cyrtomnium hymenophylloides, Didymodon luridus) 
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Page  14 

Plate 8: nerve, rib 
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Plate 9: propagulum 
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Plate 10: distribution of gametangia 
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a- (fran­. a-) pref. anatomy - prefix 

meaning « not » or « no ».  
 

ab- (fran­. ab-) pref. anatomy ï prefix 

meaning « away from ».  
 

abandoned land (fran­. friche) n. habitat/

ecosystem. 
 

abaxial (franç. abaxial) adj. anatomy ï 

relative to a surface of a leaf, 

dorsal, outer. see face 

 

abortive  (fran­. abortif) adj. anatomy - 

having development that is 

incomplete, abnormal, stopped 

before maturity. 

 

 

absent (fran­. absent) adj.  

anatomy - missing.   
 

acaule (fran­. acaule) adj. anatomy ï 

without apparent stem.  

 

acaulescent  (fran­. acaulescent) adj. 

anatomy - provided with a very short 

stem. [ant.caulescent]  

 

accrescent  (fran­. acrescent) adj. anatomy 

ï increasing in size, growing 

continuously after reproduction.  

 

.aceae (fran­. .aceae) suf.  

nomenclature/taxonomy/systematic -  

suffix applied to a family 

(Encalyptaceae, Pottiaceaeé).  

dj. - relative to a moss, having 

sporophyte produced at apex of  

abbreviations/abreviations 
  
aff. (fran­. aff.), meaning ç related to è. 
auct. (fran­. auct.), Latin ç auctor » meaning 
« author ». 
c. (fran­. c.) Latin « circa » meaning ç around, 

about ». 
cf. (fran­. cf.) Latin « confer » meaning ç compar 

with ». 
cfr. (c. fr.) (fran­. cfr. (c. fr.)) Latin « cum fructi-
bus » meaning ç with sporophytes è. 
cm (fran­. cm), meaning ç centimeter è. 
det. (fran­. det.), Latin « determinavit » meaning 
"determined by". 
e.g. (fran­. e.g.), Latin ç exempli gratia » meaning 

« for example ». 

fo. (fran­. f.)  Latin ç forma »  meaning ç form è. 
ibid. (fran­. ibid.) Latin « ibidem » meaning ç in 

the same book ». 
IPL (fran­. IPL) meaning « inner peristomial 

layer ». 

leg. (fran­. leg.) Latin « legit » meaning 
« collected by ». 

  
leg. (fran­. leg.) Latin « legit » meaning 

« collected by ». 
µm (fran­. Õm)  de ç micrometer è or 
« micron », length unit = 1/1 000 mm. 
n (fran­. n) chromosome number  (haploid). 
op. cit. (fran­. op. cit.) Latin « opus citatum »  
meaning « mentioned, cited above ». 
OPL (fran­. OPL) meaning « outer peristomial 

layer ». 
PPL (fran­. PPL) meaning « primary peristo-

mial layer ». 
s.d. (fran­. s.d.) Latin « sine die » meaning 
« without date ». 
sensu (fran­. sensu) Latin « sensu » meaning 
« in the sense (of) » 
s.l. (fran­. s.l.) Latin « sensu lato » meaning ç in 

a broad sense ». 
s.n. (fran­. s.n.)  Latin ç sine numero » meaning 

« without a number ». 
s.s. (fran­. s.s.) Latin ç sensu stricto » meaning 
« strict sense ». 
sp. (fran­. sp.) meaning « species ». 
spp. (fran­. ssp.)  meaning ç more than one 
species ». 
ssp. (fran­. ssp.) meaning ç subspecies è. 
var. (fran­. var.) meaning ç variety è. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

leg. (fran­. leg.) Latin « legit » meaning 
« collected by ». 
µm (fran­. Õm)  de ç micrometer è or 

« micron », length unit = 1/1 000 mm. 
n (fran­. n) chromosome number  (haploid). 
op. cit. (fran­. op. cit.) Latin « opus citatum »  

meaning « mentioned, cited above ». 
OPL (fran­. OPL) meaning « outer peristomial 

layer ». 
PPL (fran­. PPL) meaning « primary peristo-
mial layer ». 
s.d. (fran­. s.d.) Latin « sine die » meaning 

« without date ». 
sensu (fran­. sensu) Latin « sensu » meaning 

« in the sense (of) » 
s.l. (fran­. s.l.) Latin « sensu lato » meaning ç in 
a broad sense ». 
s.n. (fran­. s.n.)  Latin ç sine numero » meaning 

« without a number ». 
s.s. (fran­. s.s.) Latin ç sensu stricto » meaning 

« strict sense ». 
sp. (fran­. sp.) meaning « species ». 
spp. (fran­. ssp.)  meaning ç more than one 

species ». 
ssp. (fran­. ssp.) meaning ç subspecies è. 
var. (fran­. var.) meaning ç variety è. 
  

a- (fran­. a-) pref. anatomy - prefix mea-

ning « not » or « no ».  
 

ab- (fran­. ab-) pref. anatomy ï prefix 

meaning « away from ».  
 

abandoned land (fran­. friche) n. 

habitat/ecosystem. 
 

abaxial (franç. abaxial) adj. anatomy ï 

relative to a surface of a leaf, dorsal, 

outer. see Plate7 

 

abortive  (fran­. abortif) adj. anatomy - 

having development that is incomple-

te, abnormal, stopped before maturity. 

 

abbreviations/abreviations 
  
aff. (fran­. aff.) Latin ç affinis » meaning « related 
to ». 
auct. (fran­. auct.), Latin ç auctor » meaning 

« author ». 
c. (fran­. c.) Latin « circa » meaning ç around, 

about ». 
cf. (fran­. cf.) Latin « confer » meaning ç compar 
with ». 
cfr. (c. fr.) (fran­. cfr. (c. fr.)) Latin « cum fructi-

bus » meaning ç with sporophytes è. 
cm (fran­. cm), meaning ç centimeter è. 
det. (fran­. det.), Latin « determinavit » meaning 

« determined by ». 
e.g. (fran­. e.g.), Latin ç exempli gratia » meaning 

« for example ». 

fo. (fran­. f.)  Latin ç forma »  meaning ç form è. 
ibid. (fran­. ibid.) Latin « ibidem » meaning ç in 

the same book ». 
IPL (fran­. IPL) meaning « inner peristomial 
layer ». 

 

absent (fran­. absent) adj. anatomy - mis-

sing.   
 

acaule (fran­. acaule) adj. anatomy ï 

without apparent stem.  

 

acaulescent  (fran­. acaulescent) adj. 

anatomy - provided with a very short 

stem. [ant.caulescent]  

 

accrescent  (fran­. accrescent) adj. 

anatomy ï increasing in size, growing 

continuously after reproduction.  

 

.aceae (fran­. .aceae) suf. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic - suffix applied to a 

family (Encalyptaceae, Pottiaceaeé).  
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acrocarpous moss  
(Weissia controversa) 

(Orthotrichum anomalum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

achlorophyllose, achlorophyllous  

(fran­. sans chlorophylle) adj. anato-

my ï without chlorophyll. 

[ant.chlorophyllose] 
see chlorophyllose cell.  

 

acicole (fran­. acicole) adj. life stra-

tegy - growing on or among needles 

of conifers. 
 

acicular (fran­. aciculaire) adj. 

anatomy - elongated and sharp as a 

needle. 
 

acidicline (fran­. acidicline) adj. 

life strategy ï preferring weakly aci-

dic substratum. 
   
acidophile  (fran­. acidophile) n.  

life strategy ï plant growing on acidic 

substratum. [ant.basophile]  

 

acidophilous  (fran­. acidophile) 

adj. life strategy ï growing on acidic 

substratum.  

[ant.basophilous]  

 

acinaciform (fran­. acinaciforme) 

adj. anatomy ï saber-shaped. 

 
acrocarp (fran­. acrocarpe) n. 

anatomy ï of a moss, species that 

produces sporophyte at apex of 

stem or main branch.  

[ant.pleurocarp]  
 

acrocarpous (fran­. acrocarpe) 

adj. - relative to a moss, having spo-

rophyte produced at apex of stem 

or main branch. 

[ant.pleurocarpous]  

acrogynous (fran­. acrogyne) adj.  

anatomy ï in many leafy liverworts, 

sporophyte growing at top of  

stem (from apical cell). 

[ant.anacrogynous]  
acrogynous leafy liverwort Mesoptychia 
collaris) (left, female ; right, male)  
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adnate (fran­. adn®) adj. anatomy ï 

said of two fused structures. 
peristome and epiphragm adnate  

(Atrichum undulatum) 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

actinomorphic (fran­. actinomor-

phe) adj. anatomy ï having radial 

symmetry, like spokes of a wheel.  

[ant.zygomorphic] 
 

acumen (fran­. acumen) n. anatomy 

ï long, pointed tip. 
 

aculeate (fran­. aigu comme un 

aiguillon) adj. anatomy ï sharply 

pointed, prickly.  
 

acuminate (fran­. acumin®) adj. 

anatomy ï gradually ending in a 

long, tapered tip. 

 

acute (fran­. aigu) adj.  anatomy ï 

ending in a point or an angle bet-

ween 45° and 90°. 
 

ad- (fran­. ad-) pref. anatomy ï pre-

fix meaning « towards », «near ».   
 

adaptation (fran­. adaptation) n. 

life strategy ï adjustment of an orga-

nism to survive in a habitat. 
 

adaxial  (fran­. adaxial) adj.  anato-

my ï relative to a leaf surface, to-

wards stem or axis, ventral face, 

upper face. [ant.abaxial]     
 

  
                                               (Didymodon 

                                                luridus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

adsorption (fran­. adsorption) n. 

life strategy - fixation of the elements 

on the surface.  
 

aduncus  (fran­. uncin®) adj. anato-

my ï hooked. (Sanionia uncinata) 
 

adherent (fran­. adh®rent) adj. ana-

tomy ï strongly attached to the subs-

tratum.  adherent (Frullania dilatata) 
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adventitious (fran­. adventice) 

adj. anatomy ï growing on an atypi-

cal place (rhizoid, stemé). 
adventitious rhizoids on the rib  

(Conardia compacta) 

air pore (fran­. pore ®pidermique) 

loc. anatomy ï in some thallose liver-

worts, opening of an air-chamber.

[syn.pneumathode] 
see simple pore, conpound pore 

 

alar cell(s) (fran­. cellules alaires) 

adj. anatomy ï group of cells located 

in the corners of the base of the 

leaf. alar cells (Straminergon stramineum)  

 

 

 

adventive  (fran­. adventif) adj. 

anatomy ï introduced. 

 

aerenchyma (fran­. a®renchyme) 

n. anatomy ï in some thallose liver-

worts, loose parenchyma, with 

empty spaces between groups of 

cells. 

 

aerohaline (fran­. a®rohaline) adj. 

habitat/ecosystem ï subject to the in-

fluence of salty sea spray.  
 

aerohygrophyte (fran­. a®rohy-

grophyte) n. life strategy ï plant gro-

wing in habitats having high air 

humidity. 
 
aerophyte (fran­. a®rophyte) n. life 

strategy ï plant growing on the aerial 

parts of another. 

 

aff. (fran­. aff.) abb. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic ï for « affinis » 

meaning « related to ». 

 agg. (fran­. agg.) abb. nomenclature/

t a x o n o m y / s y s t e m a t i c  ï f o r 

« aggregate », designating a group 

of species which are difficult to 

distinguish from one another. 
 

aggregate (fran­. agr®g®) adj. anato-

my ï clustered together. 
 

air chamber (fran­. cavit® a®rif¯-

re) loc. anatomy ï in some thallose 

liverworts : specialized air-

containing cavity.  
air chamber  

(Marchantia  

polymorpha)  
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alar cells (Dicranum acutifolium) alternate leaves (Plagiochila porelloides) 

 

 

alveola (fran­. alv®ol®) n. anatomy 

ï more or less polygonal surface 

depression. 
 

alveolate (fran­. alv®ol®) adj. 

anatomy ï with depressions on the 

surface.  
 

amentulum (fran­. ch©ton m©le) 

n. anatomy ï in Sphagnum, male 

inflorescence, resembling to a 

catkin.  
amentulum (Sphagnum quinquefarium) 

 

 

alate (fran­. ail®) adj. anatomy ï win-

ged. 
 

alder forest (fran­. aulnaie) n. 

habitat/ecosystem ï forest of Alnus. 
   
alkaline (fran­. alcalin) adj. habitat/

ecosystem ï rich in base, having a pH 

of more than 7.  
 

.ales (fran­. .ales) suf. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic ï suffix applied to 

an order (Dicranales, Orthotricha-

les é).   
 

allopatric (fran­. allopatrique) adj. 

chorology ï said of two species 

which have separate areas of distri-

bution.  
 

alluvium (fran­. alluvion) n.  habi-

tat/ecosystem. 

  

alpestrine (fran­. alpestre) adj. 

chorology ï subalpine, growing to 

the tree line.  
 

 alternate (fran­. alterne) adj. anato-

my ï inserted at different levels on 

the stem. 
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          anastomosing tissue  (endothecium)     
(Anthelia juratzkana) 

amorphous (fran­. amorphe) adj. 

anatomy ï without definite form.   
 

amphigastrium (fran­. amphigas-

tre) n. anatomy ï in leafy liverworts, 

underleaf.  
see underleaf 

 

amphithecium (fran­. amphith®-

cium) n. anatomy ï outer layer of the 

embryonic capsule.   
 

amplexicaulous (fran­. amplexi-

caule) adj. anatomy ï sheathing the 

stem. 

 

ana- (fran­. ana-) pref. anatomy ï 

prefix meaning « again », « back », 

« against ». 

 

anacrogynous (fran­. anacrogy-

ne) adj. anatomy ï designating a spo-

rophyte growing in lateral position 

on a stem, branch or thallus (e.g., 

thallose liverworts). 
[ant.acrogynous] 

 

analogous (fran­. analogue) adj. 

anatomy ï said of structures not ha-

ving a common phylogenetic ori-

gin but having a similar function. 

 

anastomosing (fran­. anastomos®) 
adj.  

. anatomy ï interconnected and for-

ming a network such as found in 

some ornamentations. 

. habitat ï refers to a river that forms 

a network due to sand-bars and 

islands.   

ancophile  (fran­. plante vivant 

dans les canyons) adj. life strategy ï 

plant living in canyon forests. 

 

ancophilous (fran­. vivant dans 

les canyons) adj. life strategy ï living 

in canyon forests. 

 

androcyte (fran­. cellule m¯re 

dôun anth®rozoµde) n. anatomy ï cell 

that will give rise to an anthero-

zoid.   

 

androecial branch (fran­. rameau 

mâle) n. anatomy ï specialized 

branch bearing antheridia and 

bracts.  

 

androecium (fran­. andr®cie, an-

droécie) n. anatomy ï male inflores-

cence, antheridia and surrounding 

bracts.   
see Plate 4 

 

androgametophyte (fran­. andro-

gamétophyte) n. anatomy ï male ga-

metophyte.  
see Plate 4 
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spores in the same capsule. 

[ant.isosporous] 
 

annotinous (fran­. ¨ croissance 

périodique annuelle) adj. life strategy 

ï with yearly growths. 
 

annual (fran­. annuel) adj. life strate-

gy ï life cycle is one year 

(sometimes less).  [ant.perennial]  
annual thallose liverwort (Riccia glauca 

anisosporous (fran­. anisospore) 

adj. anatomy ï having two types of 

annular  (fran­. annulaire) adj. 

anatomy ï ring-shaped. 
 

annulus  (fran­. anneau) n. anato-

my ï ring of specialized cells loca-

ted between the capsule urn and 

its operculum.  
annulus (Ptychostomum boreale) 

 

androgynous (fran­. androgyne) 

adj. anatomy ï male and female or-

gans in the same inflorescence, 

monoicous. see Plate 10 

 

androgynogametophyte (fran­. 

androgynogamétophyte) n. anatomy - 

autoicous or synoicous gameto-

phyte.  see Plate 10 
 

anemochory (fran­. an®mochorie 

n. life strategy ï dispersal by wind, 

such as a spore, gemma, or other 

propagule. 
 

anhydrobiosis (fran­. anhydro-

biose) n. life strategy ï strategy of 

surviving a dehydrated state or 

extreme temperature conditions, 

reviviscence. 
 

anisophyllous (fran­. anisophylle) 

adj. anatomy ï having two types of 

leaves on the same stem: stem

(cauline) leaves and branch leaves 

are morphologically different. 
[ant.isophyllous] anisophyllous leaves 

(Sphagnum fimbriatum) 
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antrorse teeth  
(Dichodontium pellucidum) anterior (fran­. ant®rieur) n. anato-

my ï dorsal, abaxial. [ant.posterior]  
see Plate 7  
  

antheridiophore (fran­. anth®ri-

diophore) n. anatomy ï specialized 

structure bearing antheridia. 

see Plate 4 

 

antheridium (fran­. anth®ridie) n. 

anatomy ï male gametangium, 

containing antherozoids. see Plate 4 

 

 

                            antheridium 

                            Phaeroceros laevis 

 

 

 

antherozoid (fran­. anth®rozoµde) 

n. anatomy ï spermatozoid, male 

gamete. 
 

anthracine (fran­. gris anthracite) 

adj. color ï coal black. 
 

anthropochorous (fran­. anthro-

pochore) adj. life strategy ï dispersal 

of propagules associated with hu-

man activities. 
 

anthropogenic (fran­. anthropi-

que) adj. life strategy ï relative to an 

ecosystem, resulting from action of 

humans.  
 

antical (fran­. ant®rieur) adj. anato-

my ï dorsal surface of a stem or 

thallus. [ant.postical]  
 

antrorse (fran­. antrors) adj. anato-

my ï forward, upward, toward the 

tip. [ant.retrorse]  

aperture (fran­. aperture) n. anato-

my ï opening, hole, orifice.   
 

aperturate (fran­. apertur®) adj. 

anatomy ï with an opening.   
 

apex (fran­. apex) n. anatomy ï tip, 

end. see leaf 

 

aphyllous (fran­. aphylle) adj. 

anatomy ï without leaves.  
 

apical (fran­. apical) adj. anatomy ï

at the tip. 
 

apical cell (fran­. cellule apicale) 

loc.  anatomy ï cell located at the 

apex (tip) of thallus, leaf or other 

organ which by divisions produ-

ces new cells and new organs. 
see initial cell (Metzgeria temperata) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

apiculate (fran­. apicul®) adj. ana-

tomy ï with a short and abrupt 

point.   
 

apiculus (fran­. apicule) n. anatomy 

ï short point. 
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apophysis (Polytrichum piliferum) 
                  (Polytrichum formosum) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

apogamy (fran­. apogamie ) n. 

anatomy ï asexual multiplication, 

without fusion of gametes. 

[syn. apomixis] 

 

apolar (spore) (fran­. spore apo-

laire) n. anatomy ï spherical without 

distinct polarity. [ant. polar spore] 
apolar spore (Microbryum starkeanum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

apomixis (fran­. apomixie) n. anato-

my ï asexual multiplication, wi-

thout fusion of gametes. 

[syn. apogamy] 
 

apophysis (fran­. apophyse) n. 

anatomy ï relative to a capsule, steri-

le and strongly differentiated neck, 

at base of capsule. 

[syn. hypophysis] 
 

 

appressed (fran­. apprim®) adj. 

anatomy ï closely applied to the 

substratum.  
 

 

 

appressed  
(Frullania  
dilatata) 

appendage (fran­. appendice) n. 

anatomy ï in some thallose liver-

worts, outgrowth of a scale. 
  
appendiculate (fran­. appendicu-

lé) adj. anatomy ï having short, thin 

transverse projections (cilia of 

inner peristome). appendiculate cilia 

(Ptychostomum capillare) 

apiculus (Entodon concinnus) 
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aquatic (fran­. aquatique) adj. life 

strategy ï growing in water. 
 

arable land (fran­. terre arable) 

loc. habitat/ecosystem. 
 

arachnoid (fran­. aran®eux) adj. 

anatomy ï covered with fine and 

tangled hairs.  
arachnoid archegoniophore 
(Marchantia polymorpha ssp. montivagans) 

 

archesporium  (fran­. arch®spo-

re) n. anatomy - layer of cells which 

gives rise to spores. 
 

Arctic (fran­. arctique) adj. chorolo-

gy ï present in areas around the 

North pole.   
 

arcuate (fran­. arqu®) adj. anatomy -  

curved like a bow.  
 arcuate capsule 
(Eurhynchium  

striatum) 

arboreal (fran­. arboricole) adj. life 

strategy ï growing on trees.   
 

archegoniophore (fran­. arch®go-

niophore) n. anatomy ï specialized 

branch bearing archegonia.   
 

archegonium (fran­. arch®gone) 

n. anatomy ï female sex organ, fema-

le gametangium, it contains the 

female gametes. 

archegonium (Cratoneuron filicinum) 

 

 

area (fran­. aire) n. chorology - re-

gion of distribution.  
 

arenicolous (fran­. ar®nicole) adj. 

life strategy - growing on the sand.  
  
areola (fran­. ar®ole) n. anatomy - 

on the surface of a leaf or a thallus, 

small division. Areolae form a 

network. 
 

areolation (fran­. ar®olation) n. 

anatomy - cellular network.   
areolation (Conocephalum salebrosum) 

argillicolous (fran­. argilicole) 

adj. life strategy ï growing on clay 

soils.  
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arid (fran­. aride) adj. habitat/

ecosystem.  
 

arista (fran­. ar°te) n. anatomy - 

awn. arista (Syntrichia caninervis) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aristate (fran­. arist®) adj. anatomy - 

ending in an awn.  
 aristate leaves (Syntrichia ruralis) 
 

arthrodontous   
(Tetraphis pellucida) 

arthrodontous (fran­. arthrodon-

te) adj. anatomy - relative to a peristo-

me, articulated (having thickened 

areas, segmented) and hygroscopic 

teeth (mosses). arthrodontous  

 (Orthotrichum cupulatum) 
 

 

article (fran­. article) n. anatomy - 

segment.   
 

articulate (fran­. articul®) adj. 

anatomy - segmented.  
  
ash (fran­. fr°ne) n. support -  tree in 

genus Fraxinus. 

 

ascending  (fran­. ascendant) adj. 

anatomy - curving upwards.  

 

asexual multiplication (fran­. 

multiplication asexuée) loc. anatomy 

- reproduction not resulting from 

the fusion of gametes, vegetative 

reproduction. 
see Plate 9 

  

aspen (fran­. tremble ) n. support -  

tree in the genus Populus. 

 

(bryo-lichen) association (fran­. 

association bryo-lichénique) loc. life 

strategy - vegetable association 

consisting of bryophytes and li-

chens. 

 

astomous, astmomatous (fran­. 

astome) adj. anatomy ï without sto-

ma, indehiscent (capsule), without 

operculum or valves.  
astomatous (Microbryum rectum) 
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astomatous 

(Microbryum  
rectum) 
 

atratous (fran­. noirci) n. anatomy - 

turning black. 
 

attenuate (fran­. att®nu®) adj. anato-

my - tapering.   
 

auct. (fran­. auct.) abb. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic - Latin abbrevia-

tion « auctor » meaning 

« author ».   
 

 auricle (fran­. oreillette) n. anatomy 

- group of specialized cells located 

in the corners of the base of leaf, 

forming an ear-like lobe. auricle 
 
 (Brachythecium 

rivulare) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 (Cratoneuron 
filicinum) 

auriculate (fran­. auricul®) adj. 

anatomy - with auricles.   
 

austral  (fran­. austral) adj. chorolo-

gy - of the Southern Hemisphere. 
   
author(s) (fran­. auteur(s)) n. no-

menclature/taxonomy/systematic ï name

(s) of bryologist(s) (sometimes 

abbreviated) who contributed to 

the taxonomic history and nomen-

clature of the taxon. 
 

autoicous (fran­. autoµque) adj. 

anatomy - male and female organs 

on the same plant but in distinct 

inflorescences.  
see Plate 10 

 

awn (fran­. poil) n. anatomy - 

hair-point.   

 

 
awn (Syntrichia montana) 
 

 

 

 

 

axil (leaf axil) (fran­. aisselle dôu-

ne feuille) n. anatomy - inner space 

between the leaf and the stem.   
 

axial strand (fran­. faisceau 

axial) loc. anatomy - column formed 

of elongated cells and located in 

the center of some stems or thalli. 
see central strand 

 

axillary (fran­. axillaire) adj. anato-

my - located in the axil of a leaf or a 

bract, the point of insertion with a 

stem. 
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axillary  propagules (Bryum dichotomum)  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

axis (fran­. axe) n. anatomy - main 

stem. see Plate 7 

axillary hair (fran­. poil axillaire) 

loc. anatomy - multicellular filament 

located in the leaf axis.   
axillary hair  (Tayloria lingulata) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

axillary hair (Drepanocladus aduncus) 

bank (fran­. berge, rive) n. habitat/

ecosystem.  

 

barbate (fran­. barbu) adj. anatomy - 

with tufts of long hairs, beard-like. 
see hairy, hirsute 

 

bark (fran­. ®corce) n. support. 

 

basal (fran­. basal ) adj. anatomy -  

at the proximal end of the structu-
re, forming bottom or base. 
 

basal cells (fran­. cellules basales) 

loc. anatomy - group of cells located 

at the base, in the proximal part of 

the leaf. 
 

basal membrane (fran­. 

membrane basale) adj. anato-

my - short cylinder at the 

base of a peristome (single 

peristome) or at the base of 

endostome (double peristo-

me) supporting segments 

and cilia.  
basal membran  

(Tortula subulata) 
 

 

base (fran­. base) n. anatomy - part 

located at the proximal end of the 

structure.  
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bi- (fran­. bi-) pref. anatomy ï  prefix 

meaning « two ». 
   
bicolorous  (fran­. bicolore) adj.  

color.  having two  

different colors . 
 

 

bicolorous  

(Barbula bicolor) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

biconvex (fran­. biconvexe) adj. 

anatomy ï with two opposing 

convex (outwardly curved) surfa-

ces. 
 

bicostate (fran­. binervur®) adj. 

anatomy ï with two nerves. 
 

bicuspidate (fran­. bicuspid®) adj.  

anatomy ï with two points.  
 bicuspidate  

leaves  

 

(Cephalozia  
lunulifolia) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 (Lophocolea  

bidentata) 

basic (fran­. basic) adj.  habitat/

ecosystem - alkaline, containing a 

base, having a pH higher than 7.  
 

basionym (fran­. basionyme) n. 

nomenclature/taxonomy/systematic - ori-

ginal name on which the current 

taxon name is based. 
 

basiphile  (fran­. basiphile ) adj. 

life strategy - preferring basic habitats 

(limestone, sandstone, chalk, dolo-

miteé). [ant.acidophile] 
 

beak (fran­. bec) n. anatomy -  elon-

gated apex. beak (of a calyptra) 

(Encalypta alpina) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(of a operculum) (Eurhynchium striatum) 

 
 

beech (fran­. h°tre ) n. support - 

member of the genus Fagus or 

Nothofagus. 
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bidentate (fran­. bident®) adj. anato-

my - with two teeth (different from 

« double teeth »).  
 

biennial (fran­. bisannuel) adj. life 

strategy - cycle of two seasonôs dura-

tion (generally less than two 

years). 
 

bifarious (fran­. bifari®) adj. anato-

my - on two opposite rows, disti-

chous. 
 

bifid (fran­. bifide) adj. anatomyð

deeply divided into two parts.  
 

bifid underleaf 

(Lophocolea  

minor) 

 

 

biflagellate (fran­. biflagell®) adj. 

anatomy - with two flagella.  
  
bifurcate (fran­. bifurqu®) adj. 

anatomy - divided into two equal 

parts.  
 

bigeminate (fran­. big®min®) adj. 

anatomy - doubly paired, i.e. in 

fours. 
 

bilobate (fran­. bilob®) adj. anatomy 

- divided into two lobes or seg-

ments.  
 

binomial (fran­. bin¹me) n. nomen-

clature/taxonomy/systematicðan expres-

sion used to designate species. It is  

formed of two Latin terms : a ge-

neric and a specific term. By 

convention this binomial is written 

in italics. 
 

biocenosis (fran­. bioc®nose) n. life 

strategy - association of different 

organisms living together in a ha-

bitat. 
 

biotope (fran­. biotope) n. habitat/

ecosystem - ensemble of physical, 

chemical and climatical conditions 

of a habitat. Biotope plus bioceno-

sis form an ecosystem.  

 

bipartite (fran­. bipartite) adj. ana-

tomy - deeply divided into two 

parts.  
  
bipinnate (fran­. bipenn®) adj. 

anatomy - twice pinnately branched.  
bipinnate pleurocarp (Abietinella abietina) 

bipolar (fran­. bipolaire) adj. choro-

logy - said of a species found at 

both polar regions. 
 

birch (fran­. bouleau) n. support - 

members of the genus Betula. 
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bloom (Saelania glaucescens) birch forest(fran­. b®tulaie) n. 

habitat/ecosystem - forest where Betu-

la is the dominant species.  

    
biseriate (fran­. bi-s®ri®) adj. anato-

my - in two rows. 
 

bisexual (fran­. bi-sexu®) adj. anato-

my - monoicous.  
see Plate 10 
 

bistratose (fran­. bistrate) adj. 

anatomy - having two layers of over-

lapping cells. 
bistratose lamina (Fissidens dubius) 

 

black (fran­. noir ) adj. color.  

 

blackish (fran­. noircissant) adj. 

color - almost black. 
  
blackish-green (fran­. vert-

noirâtre) adj. color - dark green.    
 

blackthorn (fran­. prunellier) n. 

support - Prunus spinosa. 
   
blade (fran­. limbe) adj. anatomy - 

portion of leaf (Polytrichum).  
 

bloom (fran­. pruine) adj. anatomy ï 

powder covering some capsules or 

leaves.  

blue (fran­. bleu) adj. color.  

 

bog (fran­. tourbi¯re haute, t. om-

brotrophe) loc. habitat/ecosystem. 

 

bog moss (fran­. sphaigne) loc. 

anatomy - Sphagnum. 
 

bordered (fran­. bord®) adj. anato-

my - with a distinct margin (cells 

are different than other cells of the 

tissue). 

 
bordered (Cinclidium 

stygium) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

border (fran­. lisi¯re) n. habitat/

ecosystem.  

 

border, edge (fran­. bordure) n. 

anatomy - margin (cells that are dif-

ferent in shape, size, or coloré 

than the other cells of the structu-

re). 
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border, edge (Mnium thomsonii)  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

boreal (fran­. bor®al) adj. chorology 

- in the areas near the northern po-

le. (temperate region dominated by 

taiga, coniferous forests). 
 

botryoid (fran­. botryoµde) adj. 

anatomy - like a bunch of grapes.   
 botryoid  oil-bodies (Calypogeia suecica) 

bottle-shaped (fran­. lag®niforme) 

adj. anatomy - flask-shaped.   bottle-

shaped cells (Conocephalum conicum) 

box tree (fran­. buis) n. support -  in 

genus Buxus, boxwood. 
 

bract(s) (fran­. bract®e(s)) n. ana-

tomy ï modified leaves surronding 

archegonia, antheridia or gemmae

-cups. see (perichaetial) leaves, 

(perigonial) leaves 
 

bracteole (fran­. bract®ole) n. 

anatomy - modified underleaf asso-

ciated with gametangium (in leafy 

liverworts). 
 

branch (fran­. branche, rameau) 

n. anatomy - lateral subdivision of a 

stem or an axis.   
 

branch (fascicle)  (fran­. fais-

ceau) see Sphagnum  

 

(pendent-) branch (fran­. ra-

meau pendant) loc. anatomy - branch 

that hangs down in Sphagnum.  
see Sphagnum 

 

(propagule) branch (fran­. ra-

meau propagule)  n. anatomy - mo-

dified branch, having a vegetative 

propagation function by deta-

ching. propagule branch 

 (Pseudotaxiphyllum elegans) 

breadth (fran­. largeur) n. anato-

my - dimension opposite to the 

length, width.  
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brittle (fran­. cassant) adj.  anatomy 

- breaking easily.   
 

 broadleaved tree (fran­. feuillu) 

n. support.     
 

brood body (fran­. propagule) n.  

anatomy - generalized term for pro-

pagulum, gemma, bulbil, tuber, 

reduced branché  see Plate 10  
 

brook, stream (fran­. ruisseau) n. 

habitat/ecosystem. 

 

brown (fran­. brun) adj. color.  

 

brush (fran­. broussaille) n. habitat/

ecosystem - undergrowth of small 

trees and shrubs.  
 

bryoid (fran­. bryoµde) adj. anatomy 

- « perfect » peristome, diplolepi-

dous peristome including an exos-

tome and an endostome with seg-

ments and cilia.  
bryoid peristome (Bryum pallens) 

 

vascular tissue, with gametophyte 

generation dominant and sporo-

phyte generation ephemeral, com-

prising mosses, liverworts and 

hornworts. 
 

bryophyte association (fran­. 

association bryophytique) loc. life 

strategy - group of bryophytes gro-

wing in the same ecological condi-

tions.   
 

bud (fran­. bourgeon) n. anatomy -  

. structure produced by the proto-

nema.  

. outgrowth that will give rise to 

stem, branch or inflorescence.  
bud (Plagiothecium nemorale) 

bryophyte, bryophyte s.l. (fran­. 

bryophyte) n. nomenclature/taxonomy/

systematic - plant lacking lignified  

buffer zone (fran­. zone tampon) 

loc. chorology - zone between two 

biogeographical or habitat entities. 
 

bulbil (fran­. bulbille) n. anatomy - 

vegetative bud-like 

propagule. 

 
bulbil  (Pohlia  

camptotrachela) 
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axillary bulbil  (Pohlia andrewsii) tufts.  
caesiptose  habit (Grimmia pulvinata) 

bulbous, bulbiform (fran­. bul-

beux, bulbiforme) adj. anatomy - bulb

-shaped.   
 

bush (fran­. arbuste, buisson) n. 

support ï shrub. 
 

bushy (fran­. buissonneux) adj. 

habit ï growing thickly and resem-

bling a bush. 
 

burrow (fran­. terrier) n. habitat/

ecosystem - hole or tunnel dug by an 

animal.       

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

c. (fran­. c.) abb. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic - Latin abbrevia-

tion for « circa » meaning 

« about ». 
 

caducous (fran­. caduc) adj. anato-

my - deciduous.   
 

caespitose (fran­. cespiteux) adj. 

anatomy - growing in cushions or  

 

 

caesious  (fran­. gris bleu©tre) adj. 

color - bluish grey. 

 

calcareous  (fran­. calcaire) adj. 

support - mostly or partly composed 

of calcium carbonate (lime).  

   

calcicole (fran­. calcicole) adj. life 

strategy - growing on limy substra-

tum. [ant.calcifuge]  
 

calcifuge  (fran­. calcifuge ) adj. life 

strategy ï growing on acidic (or base

-poor) substratum(having a pH 

lower than 7). [ant.calcicole]  
 

calciphile (fran­. calciphile) adj. 

life strategy ï preferring basic subs-

tratum. 
 

calyptra (fran­. calyptra, coiffe) n. 

anatomy - membrane that covers the 

sporophyte, developed from arche-

gonium.  see Plate 6  

 

campanulate (fran­. campanul®) 

adj. anatomy - bell-shaped.   
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campanulate calyptra  

                               

(Grimmia  elatior) 

canal (cells) (fran­. cellules du 

canal ) n. anatomy - in the neck of an 

archegonium, central row of cells 

(the sperm uses this channel to join 

the egg). archegonium canal                      

(Cratoneuron  

canaliculate (fran­. canalicul®) adj. 

anatomy - channeled.  
 

cancellate (fran­. cancell®) adj. 

anatomy - lattice-like. 
  
canescent (fran­. canescent) adj. 

color - whitish or hoary.  
canescent (Racomitrium gr. canescens) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

capsule (fran­. capsule) n. anatomy ï 

part of the sporophyte containing 

the spores-bag. see Plate 3  
capsule (Brachytheciastrum velutinum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

carinate (fran­. car®n®) adj. anatomy 

ï keeled.  
 

carneous (fran­. carn®) adj. color ï 

flesh-colored. 
  
carpocephalum (fran­. chapeau 

femelle) loc. anatomy ï in complex 

thallose liverworts, the sporangial 

receptacle. 

capillary  (fran­. capillaire) adj. 

anatomy - thin as a hair.  
 

capitate (fran­. capit®) adj. anatomy 

- rounded and compact like a head. 
 

capitulum (fran­. capitulum) n. 

anatomy - in Sphagnum, young bran-

ches grouped at the top of the stem 

and having the appareance of a 

head. capitulum (Sphagnum girgensoh-

nii) 
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carpocephalum (Sauteria alpina)         cauline leaf (Thuidium tamariscinum) 

caulescent  (fran­. caulescent) adj. 

anatomy - with a caulidium, a stem. 

[ant.acaulescent]  
   
caulidium (fran­. caulidium) n. 

anatomy - stem.  see Plate 7 

 

cauline (fran­. caulinaire) adj. ana-

tomy - relative to a leaf, inserted on 

the stem.  
 

cartilaginous (fran­. cartilagi-

neux) adj. anatomy - firm and tough, 

often hyaline. 
 

castaneous  (fran­. ch©tain) adj. 

color - chestnut-colored.  
 

catenulate (fran­. cat®nul®) adj.  

anatomy - chain-like.  
catenulate branches (Pterogonium gracile) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

caulis (fran­. caule) n. anatomy - 

stem. see caulidium, Plate 7 
 

caulonema (fran­. caulon®ma) n.  

anatomy ï second stage of the proto-

nema (chloronema is the first sta-

ge), having long cells with slanted 

crosswalls; stage giving rise to 

buds. 
 

cave (fran­. caverne, grotte) n. 

habitat/ecosystem. 

   
cavernicolous (fran­. cavernicole) 

adj. life strategy - preferring caves and 

cavities.  
 

cavernose (fran­. caverneux) adj.  

anatomy - with cavities.  
 

CD (fran­. CD) abb. Protection - 

Conservation Dependent.  
 

cell (fran­. cellule) n. anatomy - mi-

croscopic element of a living tis-

sue; in bryophytes, having nucleus 

(containing genetic material), cyto-

plasm, and organelles, surrounded 

by cell membrane and cell wall. 
 

 cellular (fran­. cellulaire) adj.  

anatomy - relative to a cell.  
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central strand (fran­. cordon cen-

tral) loc. anatomy - relative to a stem, 

column of elongate cells forming a 

central axis. central strand Polytrichum                

formosum) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

central cells (fran­. cellules guide) 
loc. anatomy - see guide cells 

 

cereus, ceraceus (fran­. cireux) 

adj. color - waxy.                        
 

cernuous  (fran­. pendant) adj. 

anatomy ï drooping. 
 

cf. (fran­. cf.) abb. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic - Latin abbrevia-

tion « confer » meaning ç compare 

with ». 
 

cfr. (c. fr.) (fran­. cfr. (c. fr.)) abb.  

nomenclature/taxonomy/systematic - Latin 

abbreviation « cum fructibus » 

meaning « with sporophytes ». 
cfr. (Grimmia elatior) 

 

chalk (fran­. craie) n. support - li-

mestone. 
 

channelled (fran­. canalicul®) adj.  

anatomy - hollowed, keeled.  
 

character (fran­. caract¯re) n. 

anatomy - criterion. 

 

chasmocolous  (fran­. chasmo-

phyte) adj. life strategy - growing in 

crevices or cracks.  

 

cherry (fran­. cerisier) n. support -

some members of genus Prunus. 
 

chersophilous  (fran­. chersophi-

le) n. life strategy ï  growing on poor 

and dry habitats.  
 

chestnut (fran­. ch©taignier) n. 

support - genus Castanea. 
    
chionophilous (fran­. chionophi-

le) adj. life strategy - growing in habi-

tats with a long cover of snow, 

snow-beds. 
 

chledophilous (fran­. vivant dans 

les terrains vagues, les habitats 

perturbés) adj. life strategy - growing 

in disturbed habitats. 
 

chlorenchyma (fran­. chlorenchy-

me) n. anatomy - parenchyma cells 

with chlorophyll.  
 

chlorocyst (fran­. chlorocyste) n. 

anatomy - in Sphagnum, Leuco-

bryum, é chlorophyllose cell

(hyalocyst is a non chlorophyllose 

cell).  
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chloronema  (fran­. chloron®ma) 

n. anatomy - first stage of the proto-

nema (caulonema is the second 

stage). 
 

chlorophyll (fran­.chlorophylle) n. 

anatomy - green pigment present in 

some cells (role in photosynthesis).  
 

 

chlorophyll  
(Tayloria lingulata) 
 

chlorophyllose  (fran­. chloro-

phyllien) adj. anatomy - containing 

chlorophyll (the color is green, 

sometimes hidden by other pig-

ments). [ant.achlorophyllose]  
 

                                 chlorophyllose cell  

                                  (Plagiothecium 

                                    platyphyllum) 

chloroplast (fran­. chloroplaste) n. 

anatomy - organelle of the cell that 

contains chlorophyll.. 

 

chorology (fran­. chorology) n. 

chorology - study of geographical or 

spatial distribution of species. 
 

chromatography (fran­. chroma-

tographie) n. anatomy - type of ana-

lysis of the chemical constituents. 
 

chromosome (fran­. chromosome) 

n. anatomy - element of a cell nucleus 

containing genes. 
 

ciliate (fran­. cili®) adj. anatomy - 

with cilia, fringed.  
ciliate leaf (Ptilidium pulcherrimum) 

cilium  (fran­. cil) n. anatomy - ap-

pendage very fine as a hair. 

 

cineraceous  (fran­. cendr®) adj. 

color - ash-colored. 

 

circinate (fran­. circin®) adj.  

anatomy - curved, very arched, al-

most in a circle.  

chlorocyst (Sphagnum fimbriatum) 
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circinate leaves (Sanionia uncinata) cladocarpous 
moss  

(Cinclidotus  

fontinaloides) 

circumboreal (fran­. circumbo-

réal) adj. chorology - widespread in 

the higher latitudes of the Northern 

Hemisphere. 
 

circumpolar (fran­. circumpolai-

re) adj. chorology - present in the 

areas located between 75° and 90° 

north and south latitude. 
 

circumtropical (fran­. circumtro-

pical) adj. chorology - present in tro-

pical areas around the world. 
 

cirrate, cirrose (fran­. cirr®) adj. 

a n a t o m y  -  c u r l e d ,  w a v y 

(appendages).  
  
clade (fran­. clade) n. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic - group of taxa 

having a common ancestor. 
 

cladistics (fran­. cladistique) n. 

nomenclature/taxonomy/systematic - 

science of comparison of the taxa 

according to proportion of measu-

rable characteristics they have in 

common. 
 

cladocarpous  (fran­. cladocarpe) 

adj. anatomy - with sporophyte for-

med at the end of short lateral 

branches. 

class (fran­. classe) n. nomenclature/

taxonomy/systematic ï subdivision of a 

phylum, next major classification 

level below phylum. 
  
clathrate (fran­. cancell®) adj. ana-

tomy ï perforate. 
  
clavate, claviform (fran­. clavi-

forme) adj. anatomy ï club-shaped.  
 

clay (fran­. argile) adj. support. 
 

clear  (fran­. clair) adj. color - trans-

parent. 
    
clearing (fran­. clairi¯re) n. habitat/

ecosystem - having no forest cover.   
 

 cleistocarpous (fran­. cl®istocar-

pe) adj. anatomy - relative to a capsu-

le, without operculum or valves, 

opening by disruption of the tis-

sues of the wall. 

[ant.stegocarpous] 
 

 

cleistocarpous capsule  
(Microbryum rectum) 
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collenchymatous (fran­. collen-

chymateux) adj. anatomy - relative to 

cells, walls thickened at the angles 

(named trigones in liverworts).  
collenchymatous cells  

(Mnium marginatum) 

collum (fran­. col) n. anatomy -  rela-

tive to a capsule, neck, base. 
see urna 

 

colony (fran­. colonie) n. life form - 

population. colony  

(Weissia controversa) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

coloring (fran­. coloration) n. color. 

 

color (fran­. couleur, teinte) adj. 

color. 

color/color 

 

anthracite grey (fran­. gris anthracite) 

bicolorous (fran­. bicolore) 
black  (fran­. noir) 

blackish (fran­. noircissant) 

blackish-green (fran­ vert-noir©tre) 
blue (fran­. bleu)  

cliff (fran­. falaise) n. habitat/

ecosystem.  

 

cliff ledge (fran­. rebord de falai-

se) loc. habitat/ecosystem.   
 

.cline (fran­. .cline) suf. life strategy - 

suffix meaning «preferring to ». 
 

cline (fran­. gradient) n. anatomy - 

degree or nuance of a variation. 
 

clone (fran­. clone) n. anatomy - 

population produced vegetatively 

from a single propagulum or spore. 
 

clump (fran­. touffe) n. anatomy - 

cushion-like. 
 

clump 

 (Dicranum  

scoparium) 
 

 

 

 

 

cm (fran­.  cm) abb. measure of length 

- abbreviation of  « centimeter ».   
 

coastline (fran­. littoral) n. habitat/

ecosystem.   
 

cochleariform (fran­. cochl®ari-

forme) adj. anatomy - concave, spoon

-shaped.  
 

coelocaule (fran­. coelocaule) adj.  

anatomy - in some leafy liverworts, 

fleshy organ located at the base of 

a young sporophyte (a type of peri-

gynium). 
 

.colous (fran­. .cole) suf. life strategy 

- suffix meaning "growing."   
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commissural (fran­. commissural) 

adj. anatomy ï said of some Spha-

gnum pores, located along the mar-

gins of hyalocysts.  
see  (commissural) pore 

 

commissure (fran­. commissure) 

n. anatomy - in Sphagnum tissue, 

margin of hyalocysts, junction 

between hyalocysts and chloro-

cysts. 
 

common (fran­. commun) adj. cho-

rology - relative to a species : wides-

pread.  
 

complanate (fran­. aplani) adj. 

anatomy - flattened into one plane. 
complanate leaf (Fissidens dubius) 

bright-green (fran­. vert vif) 
brunneus (fran­. brun) 

canescent (fran­. canescent) 

carneous (fran­. carn® ) 
castaneous (fran­. ch©tain) 

cereus, ceraceus (fran­. cireux) 

cineraceous (fran­. cendr®) 

clear (fran­. clair) 

concolorous (fran­. concolore) 

dark (fran­. fonc®, sombre) 
decolorate (fran­. d®color®) 

diaphanous (fran­. diaphane) 

dull (fran­. terne) 
ferrugineous, ferruginous (fran­. ferrugi-

neux) 

fulvous (fran­. fauve) 
fuscous (fran­. brun-gris) 

glaucous (fran­. glauque) 

glossy (fran­. verniss®) 
green (fran­. vert) 
grey (fran­. gris) 

hyaline (fran­. hyalin) 
lustrous (fran­. lustr®) 

luteus (fran­. jaune) 

nitidous (fran­. nitide) 
olivaceous (fran­. olivac®) 

opaque (fran­. opaque) 
pale (fran­. p©le) 

pale green (fran­. vert p©le) 

reddish (fran­. rouge©tre) 
rosaceous (fran­. ros®) 

rubescent (fran­. rubescent) 

rufous (fran­. roux) 
stramineous (fran­. stramin®) 

verdigris  (fran­. vert-de-gris) 

violet (fran­. violet) 
white (fran­. blanc) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

columella (fran­. columelle) n. 

anatomy ï sterile column located in 

the center of the capsule.  
columella (Schistidium crassipilum) 

 

complex thallus (fran­. thalle 

complexe) adj. anatomy - multilaye-

red thallus with differentiated in-

ternal structures. see (complex) thallus 

 

compound pore  (fran­. pore 

composé) loc. anatomy - opening in 

thallus surrounded by multiple 

layers of cells. see (compound) pore 

 

compressed  (fran­. comprim®) 

adj. anatomy - flattened.  
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    conduplicate leaf  
    (Fontinalis antypyretica) 

conduplicate-bilobate (fran­. 

condupliqué-bilobé) adj. anatomy - 

with two-lobed folded lengthwise. 
conduplicate-bilobate leaf  

(Scapania scandica) 

confervoid (fran­. confervoµde) 

adj. anatomy - filamentous, similar to 

confervae. 
 

confluent (fran­. confluent) adj. 

anatomy - merging together.   

concolorous (fran­. concolore) adj. 

color - of same color.  
  
conduplicate (fran­. condupliqu®) 

adj. anatomy - folded, lengthwise.  

concave (fran­. concave) adj. anato-

my - not plane, curved inwards. 

[ant.convex]  
concave leaf (Nyholmiella obtusifolia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

concave leaf (Pottiopsis caespitosa) 

compressed perianth (Radula complanata) 
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